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I discuss with my peers around the world: energy, climate change, fair
trade, migration, development, terrorism; in the context of EU bilateral
discussions, in the context of the G-8, in the context of the United Nations.

The conference today should help us to consider how to pick up @these
issues; to consider if GDP per capita is the appropriate indicator.

Because when we are assessing policy options to tackle these challenges,
what GDP sometimes tells us is sometimes not @adeguate — or, at least, not
sufficient.

Let me give you an example. A decision is made to ban all trade in
certain types of precious hardwood to preserve an ecologically important
forest. @The policy is a great success. The forest is preserved for future
generations. The ecosystem, and all the life it supports, is protected. Tourism
too is safeguarded. In other words, well-being goes up.

But what will be the @evaluation of this decision if only measured by
( ® )?

It is difficult, and I'm sure that everyone will agree, to make tough
decisions that @promote long-term well-being if the short-term consequence
is a drop in GDP.

So in this rapidly changing, globalising world of the 21st century, we
find ourselves with a sea of data, but, in some cases, lacking the tools we need
to take swift, well-informed and effective decisions that promote the well-
being of individuals, of societies, of the planet itself.

That is not to say GDP is a poor indicator. Quite the opposite. Since its
birth in the 1930s, it was rapidly adopted as the best-recognised measure of
©COTOMIC performance in the world. It can be used in economic forecasting. It
allows comparisons of countries and of de.velopments over time. It 1s also —

very important this! — objective and not subject to interpretations.

)

bilateral discussion = _[HEE#HE

GDP per capita = — A¥Y7h) GDP(HNRLEE)
policy option = ErHEiR

well-being = =&
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Read the following passage and answer the questions.

1 recently came across an interesﬁng article on the benefits of being bilingual by Ghil'ad
Zuckermanm, Professor of Linguistics and Endangered Languages at the University of Adelaide,
Australia. The article focuses on how speaking two languages has health benefits, as well as makes
you cognitively smazrter.

The health benefits were surprising to me. F or example, the article cites lower levels of stress
for bilinguals compared to monolinguals, and reports faster recovery from heart disease.
Additionally, bilinguals are found to have a greater resistance to the onset of dementia—a permanent
decline in one’s ability to think, reason and manage one’s life. As proof of this, the article reveals
that bilinguals are found to gét dementia 4.5 years later than monolinguals. In an age where physical
and mental wellbeing is considered a virtue and a way of life, these facts are quite inspiring.

But what T found most surprising is how bilinguals seem to be cognitively smatter than
monolinguals. The article refets to a study by psychologists Ellen Bislysfok and Michelle Martin
Rhee at York University in Toronto, Canada. Their subjects, monolingual and bilingual preschoolers,
were required to sort various images by shape and color, based on conflicting visual and verbal
information. They found that the bilingual children were not only faster at performing this task, but
also more accurate. This finding suggests that being bilingb.al may improve cognitive skills, such as
focusing, planning and problem-solving; skills that we require in our everyday lives.
| Aside from the health and cognitive benefits the article discusses, there are of course cultural
and social benefits of bilingualism. To illustrate this point, for families who speak English at home,
developing a high level of proficiency in another language opens doors to other ways of thinking
about the world and the possibility of relationships with people in other communities and other
countries. It's no surprise that parents are increasingly asking for bilingual education, and that there
are waiting lists to get into bilingual programs in some public schools in America, for example.

Have you ever heard the bilingual quote “To have another language is to possess a second
soul” by Charlemagne? One of the benefits of being bilingual can mean that you see the world in
differgnt ways. Some even say that sp.eaking two different languages can sometimes feel like having
two diffetent personalities. Bilinguals are used to constant change. This means that they are
usually less affected by changes in the environment, and more open minded to new things and new

experiences, because they have more than one view of the world already.

. 2/4




- Additionally, bilinguals can make friends in more than one language, meaning
more opportunities to meet new people, and enjoy different hobbies and activities. Being able {o
communicate with people from other cultures is a huge social advantage and can open up so many
more doors in life. For instance, being bilingual means that there are more job opportunities
depending on which languages you speak. And, an amazing benefit of being bilingual is that ydu
can learn additional languages more easily than monolinguals. This is because language skills
reinforce each other. So if you have learned a second language already, then leaming a third means

transferring those skills over.

One of the biggest misconceptions is that bilingualism is a rare phenomenon. But in
fact, more than half the world speaks more than one language on a daily basis. In many countries
around the world, bilingualism is actually considered the norm, and given the many benefits of being

bilingual, it seems that everyone should have the chance to leam a second language.

Adapted from, “Treating Language as a Strength: Benefits of Bilingualism,” by Sunny Yu, American
Translators Association, August 30, 2018.

https:/fwww.ata-divisions. org/KLDﬂreating—language-as-a-strengtk—the-beneﬁts—oﬁbilingualism/

1. Choose the most appropriate answers for the questions.
(1) According to the article, what did they discover about bilinguals and the wellbeing of their
- menta] health?
a. Bilinguals have the same amount of stress when compated to monolinguals.
b. Bilinguals are faster in recovering from heart diseases compared to monolinguals.
¢. Abilingual’s ability to manage one’s life declines faster than a monolingual’s.

 d. Abilingual’s ability to manage one’s life declines slower than a monolingual’s.

(2). Why do psychologists tﬁink bilinguals are smarter?
a. Because bilingual children require visual and verbal information to distinguish images.
b. Because bilingual children take more time to perfoﬁn a task and are more accurate,
¢. Because bilingual children take less time to perform a task and are more accurate.

d. Because bilingual children have a better ability to focus, plan and solve problems.
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(3) What is the main point of this reading?
a. Being bilingual is beneficial so everyone should learna second language.
b. By becoming bilingual, one can see the world in two différent ways.
c. The number of bilingual programs in public schools needs to be increased.

d. Being able to speak a second language is still uncommon throughout the world.

1. Explain the two other benefits of bil ingualism besides health and cognitive skills mentioned

in the article in 60 words using your own sentences on the answer sheet.
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“Public libraries are an essential part of a democracy,” says librarian Mary Graf. “Funded
by the community, they exist to provide equal ( 1 ) to information and enrichment to
everyone in the community, regardiess of age, income, education, or social status.”

Graf could have been the woman who 1 fondly remember reading Shel Silverstein poems
to me and my middle school () peers as we sat in a half-circle around her feet. She was not the
librarian guiding me through the *Dewey Decimal System or microfiche readers, but she was
guiding someone. | |

Techrology has expanded research { 2 ) and changed the ‘way we navigate
information, and there is an over-abundance of media options available for taking in
non-fictional and fictional stories. Card catalogs and the little card pockets in the back of books

are relics of a silﬁpler time, but libraries are far from () obsolete. Even in our fast-paced, digital
world, brick and mortar libraries are () relevant and essential o our communities.

My love of reading and writing has provided me with eniertainment, escape, and
employment. So far T have been able to ( 3 ) my three children into book lovers too. The
time we spend snuggled together to read is one of my favorite parts of the day, but as we lose
ourselves in a story, I am not lost on the fact that reading to my kids{ 4 ) their language and

literary skills. (yPublic and school libraries and the librarians who run them play a vital role in
our children’s learning too. From the free ( 1 ) to quality books on countless topics and the

(=) expertise to get your child interested in the written word, libraries play a key role in our
children’s education. _ .

Studies have shown that librarians have a direct impact on { 5 .) test scores. Research
done by the School Library Journal found that in a five year time span: “19 of the 26 states that
gained librarians saw an average 2.2 percent rise in their National Assessment of Educational
Progress (NAEP) fourth-grade reading scores. Meanwhile, 9 of the 24 states that lost librarians
had a 1 percent rise. Why is this important? Because of the proportion of the difference—the
increase in scores of states that gained librarians was two times that of states that lost
librarians.”

ters, but their tools are books, real paper books.

Students concentrate better and understand and retain information better when they read off of

paper compared to reading from a screen.
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Ferris Jabr, writes in his Scientific American article “The Reading Brain in the Digital
" Age: The Science of Paper versus Screens” this: “Modern screens and e-readers fail to
adequately recreate certain (stactile experiences of reading on paper that many people miss and,
‘more importantly, prevent people from navigating long texts in an intuitive and satisfying way.
In tumn, such navigational difficulties may subtly inhibit reading comprehension. Compared
with paper, screens may also { 6 ) more of oﬁr mental resources while we are reading and
make it a little harder to remember what we read when we are .done.”

The desire and need to hold an old-fashioned paperback are real,
and | i

*Dewey Decimal System: 7 = —A BER L RESEE

(Amber Leventry® The Importance of Libraries in Our Digital WorldiZ & %)
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(7)) peers 1. couples 2. crowds 3. friends 4, looks
1) obsoiete 1. flattered 2. outdated - 3. socialized 4. square
(7)relevant 1. comparable 2. desired 3. reliable 4. useful
(T)expertise 1. gift 2. knowhow 3. power 4, sense
{A) tactile 1. d.isﬁnctive 2. modest 3. open 4. tangible
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1

Gender Identity _
One's gender identity refers to whether one feels male, female or non-binary’ (regardless of one’s

biological sex}. Gender expression refers to outwardly expressing one’s gender identity.

Transgender people typically live or wish to live full time as members of a gender other than that assigned
at birth. Transgender people often choose to undergo a social transition, which may involve changing
their name, pronouns, appearance, and official gender markers. They may also pursue a medical
transition, which can involve medical interventions, such as hormone therapy or surgery, to make their

bodies fit with their gender identity and help ease gender dysphoria®.

Transvestite® or cross-dressing individuals are thought to comprise the largest transgender sub-group.
Cross-dressers sometimes wear clothes considered appropriate to a different gender. They vary in how
completely they dress (from one article of clothing to fully cross-dressing} as well as in their motives for

doing sa.

REFOBE

| non-binary. B, QXL epLBELEVY 2 v 4 —
2 dysphoria; BB, FHRE '

3 Transvestite: AREE{HISER ©

Hi#8 : LGBT IRELAND (htips://lgbt.ie/what-is-ight/)
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The enlargement of possibilities for women to act in both social and religious worlds is one of the
great characteristics of the later Middle Ages in Europe. More women, including married wormen, were
made saints. Religious women began to have an important influence on society so that the authorities

became suspicious of them (7). '

The number of women who were made saints steadily increased from less than 10 percent in the
eleventh century to 27.7 percent in the fifteenth. During the same period the number of married
women who were made saints increased. As a rule, female saints came from the upper classes as
compared to male saints(4). In addition, female saints came from many areas and countries in Europe.,

The fourteenth century was a difficult time for the Nordic countries. In addition to shortage of
food brought about by natural causes, crises of succession threatened the monarchies of these
countries. In such a time, two powerful women appeared. They were Bridget of Sweden ( 1303-1373)
and Queen Margaret of Denmark (1353-1412). In the same period, in other European countries too,
some remarkable women were active as political and/or religious leaders.

later Middle Ages: Mt (22 Crt 12 HHIZE 45 14 HE4-H54)

saint: WA (HELRWOEA)

succession: FArREE

Bridget of Sweden: A= FrOEAR S (KRB O, BIEE ICLTEERORIAE)

Queen Margaret of Denmatk: Frev—2D<wN T —FRERTn—Fo A0z 5Ttk S EOEEH
XEE)
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