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Group argues
English ‘shud’
be spelled simply

nough is enuf.
The Simplified Spelling Society is

celebrating its 99th birthday by launch-
ing a new campaign to make it easier to read
and write English.

It may be the world’s language, but experts
say it has failed to adapt for the last 500 years
and now half the world’s English speakers
have difficulty spelling.

With texts and e-mails changing the way
we communicate, SSS secretary John Gle-
dhill said the time is ripe for phonetic reform
and spelling simplification.

The SSS message is simple: ‘“You can
change the spelling without spoiling the lan-
guage. People are scared of change and don’t
realize it is normal in language.”

European children learn to read and write
far quicker than the British, he said. Italians
take just two years while the British can
struggle for up to 12 years.

He said 40 million American adults are
functionally illiterate — for everyday purpos-
es, they are not able to read and write.

Gledhill, who has a Ph.D. in the history of
Dutch spelling from 1100-1970, said the
Netherlands updated spelling to keep pace
with pronunciation.

“English is about the only language, apart
from French, that hasn’t updated its spelling
for 500 years.” he said.

Gledhill sees phonetics as the key to im-
proving literacy
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But teachers disagree.

“The discipline of spelling is important.
Children should learn to judge when formal
and informal language is required,” said John
Dunford of the Association of School and
College Leaders.

“Text message spelling may be appropriate
for text messages. It certainly isn’t appropri-
ate for filling out an application form. Chil-
dren should learn how to spell properly.”

— Paul Majendie for Reuters
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