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Cultural Anthropology over Korean Residents in Japan

—Their Cultural Identity through the Experience of the Ethnic Korean Schools—

The purpose of this study is to find out how people from an ethnic Korean school in
Japan form their cultural identity from the anthropological point of view. This study
also focuses on reevaluating ethnic schools in the Japanese society by researching the
identity formation. In this thesis, the word “culture” contains language, view of
marriage, chesa (similar to Buddhist memorial service in Japan) as a traditional event,
clothing, food, nationality and people’s names. Cultural identity is formed by these

elements including the way of living and lifestyles.

Chapter 1 : viewing angle of research
Most of the previous studies were discrimination of ethnic and difficulties Japanese
and Korean. I focus on the strategic essentialism in anthropology and their cultural

identity as “A Korean residents in Japan” is formed by strategically “return to play”. .

Chapter2: : What is “A Korean residents in Japan”

This chapter will look at history of the present from 1910 in the history of an ethnic
Korean school. I point out that Japanese and Japanese society recognizes an ethnic
Korean school which is related to North Korea. Also, I noticed nationality is cultural
identity for “A Korean residents in Japan” of the young generation, but on the other

hand it is opaque identity.

Chapter3 : lifestyle of 20’s

I interviewed an ethnic Korean school’ s graduate of 10 people. I will analyze their
cultural identity from words, language and view of marriage, chesa(similar Buddhist
memorial service in Japan) as traditional events, food and clothing, nationality their
name. It is obvious that their cultural Identity as “A Korean residents in Japan” is

formed by experience of an ethnic Korean school.



Chapter4 : The conclusion

—formation of cultural identity and the ethnic Korean schools—

The ethnic Korean schools are rather than the anti-Japanese education, the school had
to creative an environment that is “Korean” consciously. It also revealed it was a space
that has strategically and conscious played “Korean”. Therefore, I conclude that it has

a proud identity as “A Korean residents in Japan” in that they have to live balance.



